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tions and as many batteries, but these were very slight and defective
in their construction, nor had they any outworks to defend them;
this quarter has long been known in Europe by the name of Fort St.
George, and was in India called for distinction, the White Town. On
the north of this, and contiguous, was another division, much 'larger
and worse fortified, in which were many very good habitations be-
longing to the Armenian and to the richest of the Indian merchants,
who resided in the Company's Territory ; this quarter was called the
Black Town. Beyond this division, and to the north of it, was a su-
burb, where the Indian Natives of all ranks had their habitation pro-
miscuously. Besides these three divisions, which composed the town
of Madras, there were two large and populous villages* about a mile
to the southward of it, within the Company's Territory, and these
wore likewise inhabited by Indian Natives.
There were 2,50,000 inhabitants in the Company's Territory, of
whom the greatest part were Natives of India, of various castes and
religions ; amongst these were three or four thousand of those Indian
Christians who call themselves Portuguese, and pretend to be descend-
ed from that nation, The English in the Colony did not exceed the
number of 300 men; and 200 of these were the Soldiers of the gar-
rison ; but none of them excepting two or three of their Officers, had
ever seen any other service than that of the parade ; the rest of the
English inhabitants, solely employed in the occupations of commerce,
were still more unfit for military services.
On the 8th September 1746 the French had finished a battery of five
mortal's to the south, and bombarded the town without intermission
until the next morning, when two English deputies went to their
camp, to treat with M, De La Bourdonnais, who instted that the
town should bo delivered up to him on his own terms: and threaten-
ed in case of refusal, to make a general assault. A^soon as the de-
puties returned, the bombardment recommenced, and continued until
the evening, when it was suspended for two hours, during the confer-
ence of another deputy sent from the town; after which it continu-
ed during tho rest of the night.
The next morning, the 10th September, the deputies returned to
the French camp, and, after some altercations, consentuur^ uhe arti-
cles of capitulation, which had been dictated to them in the first con-
ference. It was agreed that the English should surrender themselves
* Orac piobul>ly rcfeis to Tnplicaue aad Eguiuie.
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